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Media ownership means information control




	Ownership almost always translates to control. As the material world’s golden rule declares, he who owns the gold, rules. It is therefore important that the public knows who owns and controls the source of information they are consuming.

In 2016, VERA Files and Reporters Without Borders-Germany conducted a research on media ownership in the Philippines which showed a media captured by the economic elite and duopoly of ABS-CBN and GMA-7. Television was then the public’s number one source of information. 

Since then, so many things have happened that made a major impact on the country’s media landscape.

This year, with the support of the German Embassy, Manila, VERA Files partnered with Germany-based Global Media Registry (GMR) to update the Philippine Media Ownership Monitor (MOM-PH) database.

Data gathered showed that while there have been many changes, a number of things remained the same.
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	Key Findings 
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							The Influence of Religion on the Media Landscape in the Philippines 

						

						

							
								Given how fierce the competition among media outlets in the Philippines, it is a testament to the strong influence of religion that several companies affiliated with a religious group or sect operating a television or radio station, would land among the top-ranked in audience share.
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							ABS-CBN’s pivot: From network giant to multimedia content provider
						

						

							
								Despite losing its free-to-air broadcast channels and regional stations, ABS-CBN is now more ubiquitous than it was before the shutdown.



Kapamilya fans can get ahead on some drama series on Netflix and can access exclusive ABS-CBN content on Amazon Prime and Viu.
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							REALITY CHECK:  a system of layers and restrictions clouds transparency
						

						

							
								The existing regulatory safeguards do not prevent the practice of layering company structures to hide ultimate beneficial owners. While this complexity can be unraveled, it requires extensive  investigative research, time, and resources.
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	Indicators of Risk to Media Pluralism
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		Media Audience Concentration
		
			high 
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		Media Market Concentration
		
			No Data
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		Regulatory Safeguards: Media Ownership Concentration
		
			high
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		Cross-media Ownership Concentration
		
			high
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		Regulatory Safeguards: Cross-Media Ownership Concentration
		
			high
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		Ownership Transparency
		
			medium
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		Regulatory Safeguards: Ownership Transparency
		
			Medium
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		Political Control Over Media Outlets
		
			HIGH
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		Political Control Over Infrastructure
		
			Low 
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		State Control Over Media Resources
		
			Medium
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		Regulatory Safeguards: Net Neutrality
		
			High
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		Gender Imbalance in the Media Industry
		
			Medium
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				      Disclaimer
      This website is updated regularly. Do not hesitate to contact us, should you have information questions or remarks to share: editorial@verafiles.org
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